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True crime gets forensic perspec- INSIDE
tive with new podcast, “Body Bags”

Fountain construction

Abigail Harrison,
News Editor

JSU’s very own Distinguished Scholar and Associate Professor of Applied Forensics, Joseph Scott Morgan, launched
a true crime podcast last month. The podcast is called “Body
Bags with Joseph Scott Morgan” and is available on Spotify,
Apple Podcasts, Audible, and other podcasting platforms.
The podcast industry has been on the rise, and the true
crime genre has become a fan favorite among listeners. People are fascinated by chilling stories of crime and murder, but
Morgan’s podcast offers a new perspective to the world of true
crime.
In his around 30 minute episodes, Morgan discusses the
forensic science behind murder cases, focusing on elements
like DNA analysis, pathology, and time of death. He takes his
listeners into “the blood soaked death of America and then into
the autopsy room to fully understand the science behind each
case,” according to his podcast introduction.
Morgan told JSU News why he decided to create a podcast
that deals with such a unique perspective of true crime cases.
“To me, there’s a void in the podcast world. There’s nobody, at least no one that I can find, with a specific forensics
background,” Morgan said. “All I want to do is teach and to use
these cases as a way to instruct. Being a teacher is what I do.
It’s who I am.”
One case that Morgan examines on his podcast is that of
Gabby Petito, whose disappearance and death captivated the
nation. In his episode that was released on Oct. 13, he walks listeners through Petito’s autopsy and explains some of the coroner’s discoveries.
NBC New York even consulted Morgan for forensic expertise on Petito’s case for The Debrief. In the NBC coverage,
which premiered on Oct. 15, Morgan discussed details of Petito’s cause of death. Petito was murdered by manual strangulation via throttling, and Morgan explained the technicalities of
her strangulation and how the forensic evidence could be used
in court.
NBC New York is not the only channel to seek Morgan’s
skills. He has been featured as a forensic expert on shows like
“Crime Stories with Nancy Grace” and on channels such as
Court TV, Discovery Channel, and CNN.

Books vs. adaptations

Imagine a day without
water
JSU’s Joseph Scott Morgan launches new true crime podcast called
“Body Bags.” Photo courtesy of Youtube.

His forensic advice is valuable because he is one of the nation’s
leading experts on the coroner system and has studied a range of research areas. He is also one of less than 200 people to receive “Fellow”
status through the American Board of Medico legal Death Investigators.
Morgan worked as the Senior Investigator with the Fulton County
Medical Examiner for 14 years before retiring. After his retirement, he
became a forensics instructor at the University of North Georgia before
eventually taking his position at JSU in 2014.
Now, Morgan strives to represent the university as he explores new
opportunities in his forensic career, and listeners can see this when they
check out his new podcast.
“The goal is, how much truth can I bring to that conversation? How
much scientific validity can I bring to it? And I know that wherever I go,
I’m bringing JSU’s brand with me. ‘Body Bags’ is an extension of that,”
Morgan told JSU News.

JSU Baseball

JSU Soccer

JSU passes a resolution honoring six fallen Vietnam War soldiers. Photo courtesy of JSU News.

Six offices in Rowe Hall named in memory
of fallen Vietnam soldiers
Ashleigh Crouch,
Correspondent

On Oct. 19, the Jacksonville State University Board of Trustees passed a resolution to honor six fallen soldiers who fought in
the Vietnam War and formerly attended JSU.
Trustee Clarence W. Daugette III, who graduated from JSU’s
School of Business in 1974, gifted six offices in Rowe Hall to be
named in memory of the soldiers. Rowe Hall is the current home
of JSU’s ROTC program, and all six soldiers being honored were
involved in ROTC before serving in the U.S. Army.
“It has been 50 years since the Vietnam War, which affected
all of our lives,” said Daugette. “This was something that was very
close to my heart, and I am proud we are able to honor the sacrifices
of these soldiers who gave their lives for their country.”
The soldiers being honored include:
Lt. Charles William Davis, a former standout JSU football
player who planned on returning to campus and finishing his degree after the war. Davis was a tank unit commander and died in the
Dinh Tuong province of South Vietnam on Oct. 6, 1967. His commendations included a Bronze Star and a Purple Heart. An office
in Rowe Hall will be named “Lieutenant Charles William Davis
Office” in his honor.
Lt. Grady E. McBride III, a 1968 JSU graduate. McBride
served in the US Army as a petroleum products supply officer and
died in the Binh Dinh province of South Vietnam on June 5, 1970.
He was commended with a Purple Heart. An office in Rowe Hall
will be named “Lieutenant Grady E. McBride III Office” in his
honor.

Capt. Donald Franklin McMillan, a 1961 JSU graduate. McMillan died in an unknown province of South Vietnam on Apr. 2,
1966. He was commended with a Purple Heart. An office in Rowe
Hall will be named “Captain Donald Franklin McMillan Office” in
his honor.
Capt. Jerry Wayne McNabb, a 1959 JSU graduate. McNabb
was a helicopter pilot and died in an unknown province of South
Vietnam on June 27, 1966. An office in Rowe Hall will be named
“Captain Jerry W. McNabb Office Suite” in his honor.
Capt. Richard Charles Miller, a 1965 JSU graduate. Miller
served as an infantry unit commander and died in the Quang Nam
province of South Vietnam on Sept. 3, 1969. He was commended
with a Silver Star and a Bronze Star. An office in Rowe Hall will be
named “Captain Richard Charles Miller Office” in his honor.
Captain Edward Davis Pierce, a 1962 JSU graduate. Pierce
served as a tactical intelligence staff officer and died in the Long
Khanh province of South Vietnam on Mar. 13, 1966. He was commended with a Bronze Star and a Purple Heart. An office in Rowe
Hall will be named “Captain Edward Davis Pierce Office” in his
honor.
Daugette is also sponsoring an office suite in Rowe Hall to be
named in honor of his father, Col. Clarence William Daugetter, Jr.
The late colonel served in the US Army for 40 years. He was a decorated World War II veteran, earning a Purple Heart and a Bronze
Star. The late colonel graduated from JSU in 1925 and served on
the university’s Board of Trustees. An office in Rowe Hall will be
named “Colonel Clarence William Daugette Office Suite” in his
honor.
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NEWS

UPCOMING
CAMPUS EVENTS

• October 28, 2021- Meet and Mingle: Anniston
Army Depot Museum Support System, 2:30
p.m., Stone Center

• October 28, 2021- Artist Lecture with Eric Dusenbery, 3 p.m., Roundhouse
• October 28, 2021- One Act Auditions, 4 p.m.,
Stone Center
• October 28, 2021- Chamber Singers Concert, 5
p.m., First Baptist Church of Jacksonville
• October 28, 2021- Harvest Festival, 5:30 p.m.,
TMB
Construction for JSU’s first fountain, The Miriam and James Haywood Memorial
Fountain, began on Oct. 12. Photo courtesy of JSU News.

Construction of JSU’s first
fountain is underway
Emily Ford,
Correspondent

Jacksonville State has officially begun working on its first ever water feature,
The Miriam and James Haywood Memorial Fountain. The project has been underway since Oct. 12, and its completion is projected to be at the end of January 2022.
The fountain will bear the names of the late Mr. and Mrs. James and Miriam
Haywood, a couple who graduated and retired from Jacksonville State. The fountain
will be built as a result of their generous donation to the campus.
University President Don Killingsworth made a public comment about the Haywoods and their “planned gift,” saying, “The Haywoods were loyal supporters of
JSU who wanted to leave a legacy on campus in addition to all their contributions as
alumni and retirees ... We are thankful for their generosity and proud to honor their
memory with this new campus showpiece.”
Another comment about the couple came from Jacksonville State’s Director of
Public Relations, Buffy Lockette, who said, “Mr. and Mrs. Haywood were alumni of
JSU and retirees of JSU — very involved on campus.”
Lockette also went on to say that their donation was written in their will, and
they had asked that it could be used for something like this.
The couple had their early adulthood roots at the campus. Miriam attended the
school beginning in 1942 to pursue a bachelor’s in education, and James had left that
same year to serve in World War ll. They met upon his return and married in 1946,
and both earned their bachelor’s in education.
Mr. Haywood joined JSU’s staff in 1969 after working as a teacher and assistant
football coach at Jacksonville High School. Mrs. Haywood worked for 35 years at
JSU, performing various roles including secretary to Dr. Ernest Stone, assistant business manager, and director of personnel services and payrolls.
The couple retired from the university in 1979. After their retirement, they temporarily moved to Gainesville, Florida where they lived for six years until moving
back to Jacksonville. Mr. Haywood died at the age of 70 in 1993, and Mrs. Haywood
died at the age of 80 in 2014.
The official resolution to name the fountain after James and Miriam was passed
during the JSU Board of Trustees quarterly meeting on Oct. 19. The fountain will be
located in the courtyard in front of the primary administration building, Angle Hall
(formerly Bibb Graves Hall).
Fencing will be temporarily placed on the front lawn of the building while the
front entrance will remain open. Parking spaces on the side of Angle Hall will be
closed for contractor parking. More information will be released in regards to the
fountain in the coming weeks.

• October 28, 2021- LGBTQ+ History Month
Alumni Speaker, 6 p.m., Leone Cole Auditorium
• October 28, 2021- Free showing of The Exorcist,
7 p.m., Stone Center
• October 29, 2021- JSU Baseball vs. Auburn University Montgomery, 1 p.m., Rudy Abbot Field
• October 29, 2021- JSU Volleyball vs. Bellarmine,
6 p.m., Pete Mathews Coliseum
• October 29, 2021- Junior Recital: Ashley Nelson,
Percussion, 7:30 p.m., Mason Hall
• October 30, 2021- SGA Tailgate, 10 a.m., Dillon
Field
• October 30, 2021- SGA Football vs. Central Arkansas, 1 p.m., JSU Stadium
• October 30, 2021- JSU Volleyball vs. Eastern
Kentucky, 4:30 p.m., Pete Mathews Coliseum
• November 1, 2021- SGA Organization Council, 5
p.m., TMB
• November 1, 2021- SGA Student Senate Meeting, 6 p.m., TMB
• November 1, 2021- JSU Jazz Combos and Latin
Ensembles in Concert, 7:30 p.m., Mason Hall
• November 2, 2021- JSU Percussion Ensemble in
Concert, 7:30 p.m., Mason Hall
• November 3, 2021- Junior Recital: Jacob Callahan, Voice, 6 p.m., Mason Hall
• November 3, 2021- JSU Men’s Basketball vs.
Georgia Southwestern State (Exhibition), 6 p.m.,
Pete Mathews Coliseum

Campus Crime Log

• October 22, 2021- Arrest: Criminal Trespass, Colonial Arms Apartments
• October 22, 2021- Harassment, Dixon Hall
• October 14, 2021- Unlawful Breaking and Entering a Motor Vehicle, Curtiss Hall
• October 9, 2021- Sexual Abuse, Curtiss Hall
• October 6, 2021- Theft of Property, Meehan Hall
• October 4, 2021- Theft of Property, The Pointe
• October 3, 2021- Rape, The Pointe
• October 3, 2021- Minor in Possession or Consumption of Alcohol, Leadership House
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Opinion
Not all books need film adaptations
Breanna Manley,
Editor in Chief
More often than not, successful book franchises
are recreated and revamped through television series
and movies, and as an avid reader, I can conclude this
isn’t always best.
Since developing a love for reading and for books
I have fallen in love with so many series by various
authors, most of which have collaborated with directors and other writers to adapt their works further in
the entertainment industry. I’ve watched beloved series
like Twilight, Bridgerton, Divergent, and The Hunger
Games evolve from words on pages to playing on the
big screen in theaters.
Let me first state I’m not ungrateful for the adaptations, but when witnessing the retelling of a story in
sometimes completely different ways, I am a bit apprehensive about the whole thing.
There’s a given understanding that when a book
is adapted for film that not everything in the book will
be in the film, for reasons of timeliness and other contributing factors but I can name several instances off
the top of my head when a movie based off a series of
books has completely stripped away compelling points
of the storyline.
I’d like to examine the Divergent book series as
an example. In the books, spoiler alert, the main protagonist dies in the final book of the trilogy. The author,
Veronica Roth, took readers through the protagonist’s
personal journey knowing very well the kinds of relationship the reader would form with the protagonist,
Tris. Through the first two books, and part of the third,
readers are attached to the protagonist before being
thrown for a complete loop when she dies.
I can’t speak for all who enjoyed the written work
from Roth, but this moment in the trilogy absolutely
crushed me because of the love I had already established for these books and these characters.
When the adaptation for this trilogy was announced I had already accepted key points would be
left out, and stuff would be added. I was prepared for it.
What I wasn’t prepared for was the complete opposite
resolution in the last movie. The third movie, Allegiant,
based on the third book, Allegiant, had a completely
different outlook for Tris; she survived.
Though initially when reading the books I believed
I would prefer Tris to live and prosper in the new world

Photo courtesy of Collins Dictionary

she built for herself, her love interest, and her friends, I
came to the conclusion I was wrong.
Seeing the scenario of Tris surviving play out
stripped at the feelings and emotions readers felt and
experienced. I believe some of the best books are ones
that rip at your heartstrings, and for me at least, Divergent did that. Therefore, for this series, at least, the
books were better.
I will admit, though, there are certain book series
that receive great adaptations. One of my current favorite books series, Outlander, is a prime example of this.
Typically, I prefer to read the books before watching any adaptation because, like I previously mentioned, certain aspects of storylines can be stripped
away, edited out, changed by directors and show writers. Outlander was different for me, I found the show
before I even realized there was a book series the show

was based off of.
I enjoyed the show tremendously, and once finding
out it was an adaptation I took the plunge and ordered
the first four books. Who doesn’t love a good series,
right?
Before reading I braced myself, understanding the
situation I had gotten myself into by watching before
reading, but the outcome was surprising. As I read further and further along I realized the show was following the book series in nearly every single way, even the
dialogue was almost exact, word for word.
Though this personal dilemma is somewhat of a
silly dilemma, I’m passionate about it. I believe there
are perks to having adaptations, but nearly just as many
drawbacks. It’s all about separating the two for me. It
could be worse, have you seen some of the show spin
offs they’re coming up with nowadays? Yikes.

Photo courtesy of JSU’s Facebook Page

Jacksonville State partnered with “Imagine a Day Without Water”
Emily Ford,
Correspondent
Oct. 21 marked the annual “Imagine a Day Without Water,” an event established by the Value of Water Campaign. This special day focused on the
value of quality wastewater services
and the value of reliable water.
The main purpose of the campaign
is to raise awareness of the value of water companies and professionals. These
workers are an essential part of our
everyday lives that sometimes go unappreciated. They can be undervalued
because most citizens take the privilege
of fresh water for granted without stopping to consider where it comes from.
The treatment and delivery systems for freshwater are of the utmost
importance, but they are unfortunately

facing a time of crisis right now. The
founders and partners of “Imagine a
Day Without Water’’ seek to educate
the public about the challenges being
faced by these workers.
Water is the world’s most important
resource, and this campaign encourages
the general public to “pause and reflect
upon our responsibility to respect and
protect water,” according to Jim Williams, the president of the American
Water Works Association (AWWA).
The campaign is now in its 7th annual year as it seeks to ensure that a day
without water never becomes a reality
for our nation.
One way that the campaign raises
awareness of the value of water is by
encouraging communities to stop to
consider what we would be missing
without it on a day to day basis. For

instance, the campaign reminds us that
without fresh water, we would not be
able to perform simple tasks such as
washing our hands, showering, flushing
the toilet, or doing laundry.
Water scarcity would come with
many consequences to communities.
Local hospitals would be forced to shut
down, and firefighters would not be
able to put out fires in emergency situations. The long term effects would be
even worse than this as farmers would
no longer be able to water crops, and
diseases would spread rapidly.
The campaign is in need of participants who want to make a difference,
and it offers suggestions for anyone
who wants to support the cause but
doesn’t know where to begin. As stated
on their website, these are merely suggestions as “Imagine a Day Without

Water” encourages anyone to help in
any way they can.
These are a few of the ways you
can help as suggested by the campaign
itself:
The best way to bring awareness
to the campaign is through the use of
social media. This could include things
such as online polls, hosting contests
or livestreams talking about the issue,
or even sharing memes! The website
provides materials and templates for
additional resources. If you would like
to post about the campaign, you are encouraged to use their special hashtag,
#ValueWater.
Specifically, the website suggests
posing the question, “Where does
your drinking water come from?” as it
causes viewers to reflect and consider
important issues.
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Sports
JSU Baseball is competing in two fall play
dates to prepare for the spring season
Preston Odam,
Correspondent

The Jacksonville State Baseball Team played in
two games against Southern Union Community College in a fall exhibition at Rudy Abbott Field on Thursday, October 21st. These two games were one of two
different matchups the Gamecocks will participate in
this fall in preparation for the actual spring season.
JSU had multiple pitchers in both games as the
whole idea of the fall games are to get an idea of what to
expect come spring. Caleb Marsh and AJ Causey both
pitched for 2 innings in the first game. Tanner Jones put
in 3 innings for the Gamecocks from the mound during
that game as well. The Gamecock pitching staff threw
for a combined ten strikeouts during game one with no
earned runs. Game two saw four JSU pitchers take the
mound as Austin Downey and Austin Cornelius both
threw for 2 innings. Blake Bennett put an inning of
work in on the mound. Finally, Cole Turner threw for 3
innings in game two. During this matchup, the Gamecock pitchers struck out 5 batters, but did give up 5 runs
in this game to SUCC.
During game one, hits were evenly distributed for
the Gamecock batters. Five JSU batters had hits in the
game with Alex Carignan having the Gamecock’s only
home run during the match. Tanner Snow led Jax State
in game two with 2 hits including one homer. Mason
Maners also had 2 hits in the game to go along with 4
other Gamecocks who added one hit apiece. Jacksonville State looks to take this solid offensive output into
the spring season.
Gamecock head coach Jim Case said, “The NCAA
allows us to play two different dates. One of the kind
of neat things about it is that one of our kids, Lovrich’s
dad, is the head coach at Southern Union, so that’s kind
of how we matched up to play. It’s 14 innings played
straight through, but it gives our guys a chance to play
against somebody wearing a different color uniform, a
face you don’t know; it just feels a little bit more like
competition.”
Coach Case elaborated more on the fall dates as
well by stating, “Years ago, we used to have 6 or 7 days
we could use in the fall. Then they, the NCAA, cut it
down to zero, and now they’ve given us two. I think
they’re very productive. It gives you an idea of what
guys will do when they play against a different team.
But again it’s an idea of what guys will do. You’re not
going to win a job in the fall and you’re not going to
lose one, but you can certainly put yourself ahead of

JSU Baseball prepares for their 2021 spring season with a fall game against Southern Union State Community
College. Photo courtesy of JSU Athletics

somebody. That’s kind of what the fall is about. You
could argue and say well it’s better when you play each
other because you get to see twice as many people, but
I think that part of it is how people perform in competition. It’s a good thing for us. I wish we had 7 or 8 days.
I wish we could bring in a couple junior colleges and
then play the Division One schools that are within driving distance.”

The Gamecock’s face AUM this weekend in the
second of the two fall play dates the NCAA grants
baseball teams. The game will take place at JSU at Jim
Case Stadium this weekend. JSU looks to build upon
the success they had against SUCC as they battle the
Warhawks. JSU Baseball is excited to take the momentum these fall games provide into the spring season as
they fight for another conference title.

The Jacksonville State soccer team completes their final regular season match and will prepare for the ASUN Conference Championship. Photo courtesy of JSU Athletics

Gamecocks soccer team shuts out UNA in a 1-0 win for
their final regular season game, clinches playoff berth
Kaelyn Albright,
Correspondent

On Friday, Oct. 22, the Gamecocks
soccer team defeated the North Alabama
Lions in a 1-0 victory for their last game
of the regular season. With the win, the
women’s soccer team improved their
overall record to 7-9-2 with their ASUN
conference record improving to 3-5-1.
At the 41:03 mark, the first and only
goal of the game was scored by Jacksonville State’s Cephana Deane. Freshman
Kylie Wells was credited with the assist.

This gave the Gamecocks the lead that
they held for the remainder of the game.
In the second-period, goalkeeper
Morgan Lerch was hard at work defending against the Lions. She had two saves
in the second-period, and eight goal
kicks. The offense was also hard work
making six shots in the second-period.
JSU’s hard work in both defense and offense in the second period won them the
game.
After the win, JSU women’s soccer
head coach, Neil Macdonald said, “I am
delighted with the performance and it

was a complete 90 minutes. I thought we
did a good job of competing and going
after first and second balls, which in the
second half gave us a chance to dominate the half and created some good opportunities.”
Being the end of the regular season,
here are important statistics and some
outstanding athletes. Junior Cephana
Deane led the team in goals this season
putting up six goals. Kylie Wells and
Alicia Pallister each had three goal assists throughout the season. Kylie Wells
also led the team with the most shots for

the team with 39 shots. Goalkeeper Morgan Lerch leads with saves having 86 for
the season.
Despite the regular season coming
to a close, Jacksonville State earned one
of the eight spots in the 2021 Women’s
Soccer Championship. The Gamecocks
will travel to Nashville, Tennessee to
take on Lipsomb at 2 p.m. on Friday,
Oct. 29 in the quarterfinals. If they win,
they will advance to the next round and
take on either Liberty or Eastern Kentucky.
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Arts & Entertainment

JSU Department of Theatre and Film presents: “The Importance of Being Earnest”
Courtney Ray,
Correspondent
Oscar Wilde’s “The Importance
of Being Earnest” hardly needs an
introduction; the play’s satirical
portrayal of high society London in the
1800’s is humorous and witty, and has
earned a place as one of Theatre’s most
beloved and well known works. This
week, the JSU Department of Theatre
and Film undertook the monumental
task of bringing this play to the stage
once again. The play is known for being
heavily exaggerated for the intended
comedic effect, and the members of the
department understood the assignment
perfectly.
The play follows a man known to
most as Ernest Worthing, a London
socialite with his eyes set on marrying
the lovely Gwendolen Fairfax. However,
Worthing is leading a double life: in
the countryside, he is known to his
lovely young ward, Cecily, as Uncle
Jack. He describes Ernest to her as
his wicked younger brother. The play
unfolds when Jack’s friend Algernon
learns of his double life and decides to
have a bit of fun, impersonating Jack’s
brother “Ernest” and causing chaos for
all involved. Then follows deception,
lies, laughs, and all the satire Wilde
could muster. Even the name is meant
to be satirical; The man called “Earnest”
(spelled in the way that means ‘truthful’)
is full of lies. The work has been in
production since the late 1890’s and
has been a staple in the Western theatre
scene ever since. It is a daunting task for
any program to take on such a famous
work, but the outstanding cast and crew
at JSU left no room for doubt.

“The Importance of Being Earnest” at Stone Center Source: Matt Reynolds/JSU

From the lavish costumes, to the
incredible props, to the laughably
exaggerated British accents, every
member of this production gave a
performance Wilde himself would be
proud of. Beautiful props were used
perfectly in every scene, allowing the
audience to be truly transported. The
actors encompassed their characters with
effortless confidence. Although required
to wear masks in order to follow JSU
COVID guidelines, the masks offered no
hindrance to the incredible performance;
in fact, the actors even managed to
utilize the masks in small ways to
reflect the characters they portrayed, by
means such as matching their masks to
their costumes. The production offered

many laughable moments and one-liners
that caused laughter to roll through the
audience like thunder. This play is truly
a treat and the perfect way to unwind
and enjoy a bit of humor at what many
experience as an extremely stressful
point in the fall semester.
When asked about the experiences
that came with taking on a play with
such a legendary status in the theatre
world, the actors responded with the
utmost humility and grace.
“Oh, it was wonderful,” says
Stanton Yarboro, who plays one of
the leading ladies of the play, Miss
Gwendolen Fairfax. “The accent was
hard, but it was really fun to learn.”
Jake Lewis, who plays Algernon

Moncrieff, responded with similar
enthusiasm: “Oh man, it feels amazing!
I’ve never done a show of this caliber
before. The fact that I got to be such a
big character in the play is such an honor
for me.”
This production is beautifully
executed and handled with the same
care and attention the JSU Department
of Theatre and Film shows in every
program it presents.
The full schedule of the JSU
Department of Theatre and Film can be
found at www.jsutheatrefilm.com.

Netflix’s “Midnight Mass” poster Source: Netflix

Netflix’s “Midnight Mass” delicately balances horror and tragedy
Whitney Ervin,
Features Editor
There’s no doubt that writer/direction Mike
Flanagan has made a mark with his unique brand of
tragic horror. Over the years he has walked a thin line
of terror and heartbreak with “The Haunting of Hill
House” and “The Haunting of Bly Manor”, weaving
intricately heartfelt stories with surgical precision.
Flanagan has again provided thrills and gut punches of
emotion with “Midnight Mass”.
A common theme in Flanagan’s work is that
tragic events lead our main character’s to even more
tragic fates, and “Midnight Mass” follows that same
theme. The show opens with Riley Flynn, a young
upstart, accidentally killing a young girl in a drunkdriving accident. After serving his time in prison, he
comes back to his hometown. Crockett Island boasts
a population of 129 people, and the town is dying a
slow death. Riley struggles with being back home,
especially when his parents insist on him attending
church with them.
The arrival of a mysterious, young priest turns
the town upside down. Father Paul Hill is charismatic

and seems to know more about the townspeople than
he’s letting on. He wins over the population with his
charm and heartfelt dedication to the congregation.
Even Riley, who went from a dedicated altar boy to
an atheist, isn’t immune to Father Hill’s charms. The
mystery of Father Hill unravels slowly throughout the
seven episodes of the limited series.
The devil is in the details with this series. In the
same vein as Flanagan’s “The Haunting of Hill House”,
many of the scares come in the form of ‘blink and you
miss it’ details in the background. A mysterious and
terrifying face often appears in shots, almost completely
missed if you’re not paying attention. Interactions that
seem mundane often provide very big clues to some of
the show’s biggest mysteries.
Enough credit can not be given to the nuanced
and heartbreaking performances of the actors involved
in this series. Hamish Linklater, known for his role in
FX’s “Legion”, is mesmerizing as Father Paul Hill. It’s
difficult to take your eyes off the charismatic priest.
Flanagan’s frequent collaborators Henry Thomas
and Kate Seigel join the cast as Riley’s father and
love interest. Siegel in particular is heartbreaking as
a single mother-to-be escaping an abusive marriage

and grappling with the trauma of childhood abuse.
Rahul Kohli is also a wonderful addition to the cast.
His portrayal of the Muslim sheriff in a predominantly
Catholic town offers unexpected insight into the post9/11 careers of Muslim law enforcement officers.
“Midnight Mass” has rather slow moments, a lot
of airtime is dedicated to long-winded monologues. In
particular, there’s an episode where nearly 10 minutes
is dedicated to two characters waxing poetic about their
ideas of what happens when you die. As tedious as these
moments can be, they all serve a narrative purpose.
Especially, in the final episodes where everything falls
together.
Religious horror, social issues, and the lore of
vampires all mingle together in this carefully crafted
limited series. If you’re craving something chilling
and you’re a fan of Flanagan’s past work with Netflix,
“Midnight Mass” is certainly worth the watch. Be
warned it’s not for the faint of heart. Many scenes were
downright difficult to watch. Some characters will find
their way into your heart while others are absolutely
infuriating. It all works together to create an eerie
atmosphere that’s difficult to turn off.
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Full Spectrum on campus Source: Jacob Price

Organization Spotlight: Full Spectrum

Whitney Ervin,
Features Editor

College can be a confusing time for many people, and it can be very
difficult to find a place where you feel like you belong. Student organizations
are a very good way to meet friends and get involved on campus.
One of the most welcoming organizations on campus is Full Spectrum.
The organization is an LGBTQ+ support group, but the president of Full
Spectrum, Jacob Price, says it’s open to anyone on campus. Even those who
do not identify as LGBTQ+.
Price said, “Full Spectrum is open to everyone. We are open to the entire
student body whether they identify as LGBTQ+, consider themselves an ally,
or just want to learn more about the community.”
Full Spectrum was started in 2017 by a small group of friends. They
would meet in Daugette Hall with the intention of allowing LGBTQ+
members of the JSU student body to meet and socialize. The group provided
support to one another and helped members make friends. Since then, Full
Spectrum has grown to around 76 members with 20 who regularly attend the
weekly meetings. Their members are close-knit, but they’re welcoming to
anyone who wants to join.
Recently they participated in the LGBTQ+ alumni cookout. They
help raise money for scholarships. This month they’re also helping with the
LGBTQ+ alumni speaker event and the Pride Walk. Throughout the year

they’re heavily involved in events around campus.
While they are very involved, a lot of their meetings revolve around
hanging out and just generally being there for one another. Sometimes
presentations or discussions might get set to the side if a member has
something they really need support with. If a member is experiencing
something they’re struggling with that requires more help, Full Spectrum
helps arrange for them to seek counseling.
The main goal is to simply provide a safe space for people to feel
comfortable expressing themselves. They’ve partnered with multiple other
allied groups to help give LGBTQ+ to help give students and faculty a larger
voice to express their concerns.
“We’re a small university in Alabama, LGBTQ+ students need some way
to express themselves and a place to feel safe,” Price said. “Especially if they
have never had a space like Full Spectrum before.”
Full Spectrum has meetings every Tuesday from 4-6 in the Internation
House Basement and they also stay connected through their Discord server.
Of course, in following COVID-19 protocol, members are required to wear a
mask during meetings. When there are speakers or presentations, they provide
a stream on TEAMS for those who wish to attend virtually. The organization
doesn’t have attendance policies or dues. If you want to get involved all you
have to do is show up to a meeting or join the server.
The organization doesn’t have an official motto. However, Price said the
most common phrase they use is, “Don’t forget to leave each other.”

JSU Jazz Ensemble I puts on concert
featuring La’Roy Bodiford

Photo courtesy of JSU Jazz ‘s Facebook page

Charli O’Brien,
Correspondent
The JSU Jazz Ensemble I performed a concert
they called Soul in Jazz on Monday, Oct. 15 at the
Recital Hall in Mason Hall. The concert featured
the JSU Jazz Ensemble I as well as special guest,
La’Roy Bodiford, on the saxophone. The concert
lasted until 9 p.m. and featured songs such as “Little
Karen” and “Down by the Riverside.” The Jazz Ensemble I is directed by Dr. Andrew Nevala who said
he was happy that they could perform this concert
since it previously was put off due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
Jazz Ensemble I is the top performing jazz
group and consists of 18 members. They perform
on campus, in the community and around the Southeastern Region.
Recording and pictures were allowed during the
performance and many people recorded the performance to watch and listen to later.
The event started off with an introduction form
the director Dr. Nevala. He was excited to introduce
the ensemble to the audience as well as introduce

their special guest, La’Roy Bodiford.Bodiford loved
jazz music as a kid and dreamed of becoming a musician. He began chasing this dream of his when he
joined the band in the 6th-grade at Luverne Elementary. From there he continued chasing his dream
and frequently auditioned and made all-state band
as well as all-state jazz band. He took a break from
music when he spent four years in the United States
Marine Corps. After he retired from the Marines
his dream of becoming a musician became his passion and eventually his career. He has toured with
jazz artists such as Jeff Lorber, Rick Braun, Brian
Culbertson, as well as American Idol winner Ruben
Studdard.
The first song they played was a piece called
“Fuego Azul” which was a Latino piece and had a
bit of spunk to it. They then continued on playing a
few different types of jazz songs that included solos
from different members of the ensemble as well as
Bodiford, who played both the alto and tenor saxophone.
Near the middle of the performance the ensemble broke into a small group before playing the
songs “Freight Trane” and “Strollin’” with Bodi-

ford. At the end the ensemble came back to play two
final songs to finish off the concert. The final song
that they played was recommended by Bodiford for
them to play, which was “Down by the Riverside,” a
very well-known jazz piece.
You could tell how much everyone performing
loved what they were doing and enjoyed performing for the people there. Dr. Nevala and Bodiford
as well as the Jazz Ensemble I thanked everyone in
the audience who came, which included students as
well as family members of the musicians.
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